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Integration of Blind 
Stressed in New Books 


Integration of blind and visually handicapped persons into 
the mainstream of society has been an AFB priority since 
its founding, more than 50 years ago. Over the years, this 
priority has taken many forms. Two new AFB publications, 
Art Not By Eye and How to Integrate Visually Handicapped 
Aging Persons into Community Senior Programs both re- 
emphasize this priority and suggest new approaches to 
achieving integration. 

Art Not By Eye: The Previously Sighted Visually Im- 
© paired Adult in Fine Arts Programs, by Yasha Lisenco, 
f grew out of the author’s conviction that visually handi- 
capped persons can participate successfully in community 
art programs. It is based on the teaching and media tech- 
niques he has developed as head of the adult art program 
at the Jewish Guild for the Blind, New York City. 

Written primarily for art teachers and administrators of 
art programs in schools, colleges, professional art schools, 
and community centers, Art Not By Eye will also be of 
interest to agencies for the blind that have or are considering 
starting their own art pro- 
m grams. 

In addition to the actual 
media and techniques that 
blind and visually impaired 
persons can use to create 
their own art, the book 
contains sections on blind- 
ness in general, how the 
blind person perceives, 
F teaching the blind person, 
and how to use museums. 
Art Not By Eye is illus- 
trated with almost 40 pho- 
tographs of finished works, 
works in progress, and vis- 
ually handicapped persons 
actually working on vari- 
ous pieces. 

Yasha Lisenco is a sculp- 
tor and an art instructor at Teachers College, Columbia 
University from which he received an Ed.D in 1970. 

There are very few communities in this country that do 
not have some kind of organized recreational program for 
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their aging population. For a variety of reasons, some of 
them merely logistic, for example, transportation, older 
visually handicapped persons have not been able to partici- 
pate to any great extent in these programs. 

In an effort to develop workable guidelines that diverse 
communities could use to integrate aging blind persons into 
senior programs, the AFB sponsored a one-year grass roots 
project in five New York State communities in 1971. 

How to Integrate Aging 
Visually Handicapped Per- 
sons into Community Sen- 
ior Programs describes how 
ee the five diverse communi- 
Boe 1 Hie Ae ties, Buffalo, Rochester, 

rar Syracuse, New York City, 
and Long Beach, Long Is- 
land, that participated in 
the project, approached the 
integration of older blind 
persons into community 
programs. It emphasizes the cooperation among different 
community agencies, and the need for properly trained 
staffs, and reliable transportation programs. 

A third new AFB publication, An Introduction to Work- 
ing With the Aging Person Who Is Visually Handicapped 


. provides basic and practical information for those persons 


who have never before worked with blind people. 

The areas covered in the book include helping the aging 
blind person in general, personal contact, available services 
from agencies for the blind and the aging. _ 

All of the above publications can be ordered from the 
AFB publications division. See back page for ordering 
information. 


Wanted: Frauds and Hoaxes 


Most people in the field of blindness are familiar with the 
cigarette band and flip top receptacles hoaxes concerning 
free guide dogs. However, AFB has received many inquiries 
about other frauds and hoaxes involving blindness. There- 
fore, the Foundation is currently preparing a consumer 
information pamphlet on this subject and would appreciate 
hearing from any readers who have first-hand information. 
Letters should be addressed to Dava Grayson, editor of the 
pamphlet, at AFB’s headquarters, 15 W. 16th St., New 
York, N.Y. 10011. 
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Pour and Mix In 


Sighted Women Don Blindfolds 
To Learn How Blind Homemakers... 


gredients... 





Handle Knives Safely. 


These photos were taken at the pilot training session of the home eco- 
nomics program which is being jointly sponsored by AFB and the 
Thomas J. Lipton Company. Teachers, rehabilitation personnel, public 
health nurses and county home demonstration agents were invited to 
the workshop to learn food preparation and homemaking techniques 


developed for blind people. The next workshop will take place at the 
end of January in Miami. 
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Helen Keller Papers 
Acquisition Continues 


Cats, dolls, dogs and hats 
= at are all very familiar words 
& o b¢ noe be to most seven-year-old 

children. But seven-year- 

old Helen Keller, who lost 
both her sight and her 
hearing at the age of 19 
. | : months, probably had no 
mast € atl ‘28% precise memory of the 

rae avo ¢ shape of a dog or the pur- 

| y ooo -ir u tring of a cat when she 

wrote the words pictured 

on the left, in June 1887. 

This writing sample, ae penciled by a little girl 
eager to learn, constitutes the oldest document in the col- 
lection of papers which she, and her teacher, Anne Sullivan 
Macy, willed to the American Foundation for the Blind. 
The first gift was made in 1932 by both women, and it was 
later confirmed by Mrs. Macy’s will in 1936 and Miss 
Keller’s will, upon her death, in 1968. 

The collection consists of 32,000 items, exclusive of fan 
mail which makes up its own category of 36,000 letters. The 
papers include correspondence (both general and personal), 
genealogical material, legal papers, speeches, literary manu- 
scripts and press clippings. There are originals, photocopies, 
and brailled materials as well as sound tapes and discs. 
Among other things, the files contain information about 
various objects, places and institutions which were named 
after Miss Keller such as schools, parks, clubs, a tulip, 
a boat and even an airplane. There is also a separate photo 
file at AFB which includes photographs of Miss Keller 
with her innumerable friends in the United States and 
around the world. 

One of the most prophetic letters in the collection is a 
short note written by Miss Keller on the back of a letter 
sent to her by then New York State Governor Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt. He had forgotten to sign it and Miss 
Keller sent it back asking him to please sign his full name 
since “something tells me that you are going to be the next 
President of the Land of the Free and the Home of the 
Brave and this seems like a good time to get your auto- 
graph.” What makes this exchange so remarkable is that it 
took place in February of 1929, a full three years before he 
actually did become President. 

The entire collection is kept in fire proof cabinets and 
acid proof files in the Archives Room at AFB’s national 
headquarters in New York City, and is cared for by 
Marguerite Levine, the Foundation’s records supervisor. 


Worldwide Spokeswoman for the Blind and Deaf-Blind 


After Helen Keller’s miraculous reentry into the world 
of human communications, she never stopped expanding 
her horizons and her knowledge through her constant read- 
ing, conversations, and correspondence. Her major activities 
were devoted to helping other blind and deaf-blind people 
around the world receive the education and training they 
needed to participate in all phases of human activity. 

She began this work at the early age of 12 when she gave 
a tea party in support of the Kindergarten for the Blind of 


Boston and raised $500. Later, she appeared before legis- 
latures, gave lectures, wrote articles and books, and most 
importantly, served as a living example of what a severely 
handicapped person could accomplish. With the establish- 
ment of the American Foundation for the Blind in 1921, she 
found a national outlet for her efforts, and she was affiliated 
with the Foundation from 1923 until her death. In addition, 
in 1946 when the American Braille Press became the Ameri- 
can Foundation for the Overseas Blind, Miss Keller became 
its counselor on international relations. From 1930 to 1957 
she made more than a dozen trips to Europe and the Middle 
East including a 40,000 mile, five-month tour through Asia 
in 1955 when she was 75 years old. 


Acquisition Program Initiated in 1971 


Because of the fire that consumed Helen Keller’s house, 
‘“Arcan Ridge”, in Westport, Connecticut in 1946, many of 
her personal papers were destroyed leaving gaps in the 
continuity of the collection. The Foundation therefore 
decided, after the legal acknowledgement of Miss Keller’s 
will, to try and fill some of these gaps by initiating a formal 
acquisition program. 

The first letters to 180 persons were sent out in May 
1971 by Jensen Noyes, Jr., chairman of the Board of AFB. 
The letters requested the cooperation of these former 
friends, relatives and acquaintances of Helen Keller in 
obtaining original or duplicate copies of their correspond- 
ence with her, as well as memorabilia or personal recollec- 
tions of their relationships with her. So far 148 replies have 
been received. Mr. Noyes also made an appeal for material 
at the 1971 annual meeting of the American Association 
of Workers for the Blind. 

As one contact led to another, more letters were sent out. 
Recently, Mrs. Levine received two important gifts from the 
Will Rogers Memorial Commission and the Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt Library. The next project will be the microfilming 
of the entire collection to safeguard the fragile original 
documents and provide microfilm copies for future users of 
the collecton. 

The collection is, at present, closed to the general public, 
but it may be used by researchers with special permission 
from the Foundation. 


The Foundation 
would gratefully ac- 
cept any similar 
documents, origi- 
nals or copies that 
others may have in 


their possession. 





Helen Keller, Prime Minister 
Nehru, India, 1955. 


AFB Braille Card Included in 
“THINGS of science’”’ Program 


AFB is cooperating with Science Service Inc., an educa- 
tional science organization, by providing braille cards for 
use in its kits on “Touch”. 

The kits, which are sent to some 17,000 subscribers, 
mostly teachers, schools and individuals, contain a ther- 
mometer, a ruler, a nail, a piece of wire, a cellophane sheet, 
some embossed paper and a piece of polyether foam in 
addition to the braille card. A small booklet which describes 
experiments designed to illustrate some aspects of cutan- 
eous sensation is also included. 

The kit can be obtained by writing directly to Science 
Service, Inc., 1719 N Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
The price of a single unit is $1; a year’s subscription of 
12 monthly kits is $9.50 ($11 outside the U.S.A.). 


Three New AFB Board of Trustees 
Members; Two New Trustees Emerit! 


The election of Lee Jones, superintendent of the Georgia 
Academy for the Blind, Mrs. A.M.G. Russell of the Cali- 
fornia Commission on the Aging, and Judge Reese Robrahn 
of Topeka, Kansas to AFB’s Board of Trustees was an- 
nounced at the board of trustees meeting held on October 
2a NSP 

Mr. Jones comes to the Board by virtue of his recent 
election to the presidency of the Association for the Edu- 
cation of the Visually Handicapped. He succeeds Carl J. 
Davis of the Perkins School for the Blind. 

Mrs. Russell is a nationally recognized authority in the 
field of geriatrics. She recently accepted an invitation to 
become the chairman of AFB’s Advisory Committee on 
Aging, which will take up the findings and recommendations 
of AFB’s task force in helping the Foundation make prac- 
tical strides in its relatively new thrust on behalf of older 
blind persons. 

Judge Robrahn is the immediate past president of the 
American Council of the Blind. He has been a member of 
the judiciary in Kansas for many years, and he succeeded 
Joseph Kohn of New Jersey as chairman of AFB’s Service 
Advisory Committee at its meeting in Austin, Texas 
November 16-17. 

Katherine Cornell and H.A. Wood both recently gradu- 
ated to the status of trustees emeriti. Miss Cornell has 
served as a Board member for 20 years and Mr. Wood for 
18 years. 


Pilot Projects to Study Delivery of 
Services to Visually Impaired Children 


The availability and accessibility of health and educational 
services for visually impaired children of pre-school age 
in both rural and urban areas is the subject of two current 
pilot projects organized by AFB. 

In both New Hampshire, the site of the rural project, and 
St. Paul/Minneapolis, the site of the urban project, planning 
sessions are being held to discuss how a program can be 
developed for the delivery of comprehensive services — 
health, social and educational — to the visually impaired 


pre-school child and his family by utilizing existing re- 
sources. 

The Foundation is cooperating with various state and 
local agencies in these efforts, and the participants include 
representatives from specialized agencies for the blind and 
general service agencies, such as departments of special 
education, maternal and child health services, and state 
departments of education, as well as pediatricians and mem- 
bers of voluntary organizations. 

The planning meetings are concerned with such ques- 
tions as what services are currently being offered, what 
agencies are involved in each service, and how the visually 
impaired child and his family can avail themselves of these 
facilities. The overall findings will then be incorporated 
into demonstration models for use in other parts of the 
country. 

The planning sessions for both projects were held in 
November and December, and a symposium will be held in 
mid-January in Manchester, New Hampshire to orient 
individuals involved in providing services for pre-school 
children to the needs of the visually impaired child. The 
two projects are under the direction of Pauline Moor, AFB’s 
specialist in child development. 


Allied Health Field Studied 
at Maryland Workshop 


“By 1980 one million jobs will be available in the allied 
health field, and one of the most pressing needs is to find 
ways to train enough people to fill them.” 

These remarks were part of the welcoming address given 
by Dr. Thomas Hatch of the National Institutes of Health 
to a three-day national planning workshop on job oppor- 
tunities for the blind and visually handicapped in allied 
health services. Dr. Hatch also emphasized the N.I.H.’s 
continuing goal of insuring that every applicant who has 
interest, capability and training is not denied the oppor- 
tunity to work in this area because of artificial or unneces- 
sary barriers. 

The purpose of the workshop was to develop strategy 
and guidelines for the recruitment and training of blind 
and visually handicapped persons who wish to enter the 
allied health field. Participants were asked to make pre- 
liminary identification of those occupations which cur- 
rently appear to offer the greatest career opportunities, and 
the factors which influence the selection, training and em- 
ployment of blind and visually handicapped applicants. 

Participants included persons involved in the education 
of allied health personnel in community/junior colleges and 
senior colleges, rehabilitation counselors and others knowl- 
edgeable about blindness, and persons involved in the 
administration of health care facilities and services. Rep- 
resentatives from the American Medical Association, the 
American Hospital Association and the National Health 
Council were also present. 

Louis Vieceli, coordinator of the blind training program 
of Southern Illinois University, discussed what has been 
done in the past to open up positions for visually handi- 
capped people in various employment areas. Today, Mr. 
Vieceli said, applicants have a wider range of choices avail- 
able to them, and counselors and schools are encouraging 


visually handicapped persons to prepare themselves for jobs 
other than those in traditional areas. Mr. Vieceli then led 
a panel of blind persons including a physical therapist, a 
medical technologist and a speech therapist in discussing 
their feelings about opening up new opportunities for blind 
and visually handicapped persons. 

Three other speeches were also delivered by William F. 
Gallagher, director, Program Planning Department, AFB; 
J. Warren Perry, Ph.D., dean, School of Health Related 
Professions, State University of New York, Buffalo; and 
Richard E. Hoover, M.D., of Baltimore, Maryland. 

The workshop was organized by Beth Phillips, AFB’s 
specialist in training, with the support of the Rehabilitation 
Services Administration, S.R.S. and the Bureau of Health 
Manpower Education, N.J.H. The proceedings will be pub- 
lished shortly. 


Pediatric Group Endorses 
AFB Early Childhood Statement 


The Committee on Children with Handicaps of the Ameri- 
can Academy of Pediatrics has endorsed the AFB’s policy 
statement on early childhood education. 

The Academy’s newsletter of November 1 carried an ab- 
stract of the statement, with the notation that interested 
pediatricians might obtain the full statement from the AFB’s 
Publications Division. 

Robert B. Kugel, M.D., dean of the College of Medicine, 
University of Nebraska, is chairman of the Academy’s 
Committee on Children with Handicaps and also served on 
the special AFB Task Force on Early Childhood Develop- 
ment which convened late last winter to offer suggestions 
on programs in early childhood. 

The policy statement is one of some 20 statements on vari- 
ous aspects of work for the blind; all are available from the 
AFB’s Publications Division. 

The Academy is the professional association of pediatri- 
cians, with some 12,000 members in North and South 
America. Its headquarters are in Evanston, Illinois. 


Briefly... 


A three-day national conference on career planning is being 
held in New Orleans, January 15-17. The conference, which 
is being planned by Harvey E. Wolfe, AFB’s specialist in 
career education, will bring together state leadership from 
ten states in the areas of rehabilitation, vocational, and spe- 
cial education. 

Their purpose will be to discuss how a coordinated pro- 
gram for visually handicapped persons can be implemented 
in their states using both state and federal funds. ‘The models 
which develop out of this conference will, it is hoped, be 
applicable to many states. Robert B. Herman, deputy associ- 
ate commissioner, Bureau for Education of the Handicap- 
ped, U.S. Office of Education, will make a presentation on 
mutuality of planning; and Dr. John E, Uxer, executive 
director, Education Service Center, El Paso, Texas, will 
speak on career education, “The State of Art.” 


* * * 


William F. Gallagher, director of AFB’s Program Planning 
Department, was recently elected to the board of directors 


of Rehabilitation International U S A, a national voluntary 
rehabilitation organization which collects and disseminates 
information in this field. 


Ba * * 


Dr. John Riley, a trustee of AFB, was awarded an honorary 
LLD from Bowdoin College at its graduation ceremonies 
last June. Dr. Riley is a senior vice president in social 
research at Equitable Life Assurance Society. 


* * * 


Last fall, Dr. Milton Graham, director of AFB’s Research 
Department, and Leslie L. Clark, director of the Interna- 
tional Research Information Service (IRIS), took a six- 
week trip to Europe during which they visited special facili- 
ties for the blind and talked with researchers in Scandinavia, 
England, Holland and France. Dr. Graham reported, at the 
AFB staff meeting in November, that research projects in 
Western Europe have tripled in the last five years; in Eng- 
land alone there are now 34. In addition, special research 
facilities in the area of visual impairments have increased to 
26 throughout Western Europe, (excluding the two Ger- 
manies and the USSR which they did not visit). 


AFOB at Random... 


Harold G. Roberts, associate director for both AFOB and 
AFB, visited Buenos Aires early in December to confer with 
Argentine leaders who invited AFOB’s assistance in estab- 
lishing a rehabilitation center for the blind. J. Albert Asenjo, 
AFB rehabilitation specialist, who occasionally serves as a 
consultant to AFOB in this area, accompanied Mr. Roberts. 

In Buenos Aires, they held exploratory discussions with 
Dr. Francisco J. Elizalde, director of the Asociacion de 
Ayuda al Ciegos, with a view towards assessing the organi- 
zation’s rehabilitation equipment and other needs. 

The Foundation’s representatives also visited Caracas, 
Sao Paulo and Montevideo on other pending AFOB services. 

In Sao Paulo, they met with Mrs. Dorina Nowill, presi- 
dent of the Foundation for Books for the Blind, to discuss 
details of an AFOB grant which would enable a Sao Paulo 
University physical education instructor to be trained in 
mobility techniques in the United States. This would be part 
of a program in which the trainee would return to the uni- 
versity and develop a full-scale training program for mo- 
bility instructors. 

While in Sao Paulo, Mr. Roberts also held meetings with 
the Misses Susana Crespo and Malena Cosio, AFOB’s Latin 
American staffers, who were in that city as part of a faculty 
conducting a seminar for educational techniques, orientation 
and mobility. 


* * * 
Susan T. Pettiss, Ph.D., director of AFOB’s blindness pre- 
vention program, visited Geneva and Amsterdam recently, 
where she held discussions with medical and health officials 
on AFOB’s prevention project. 

In Geneva, Dr. Pettiss talked with officials of the World 
Health Organization, who had convened there and estab- 
lished a WHO priority on blindness prevention. In Amster- 
dam, Dr. Pettiss met with Dr. Johanna ten Doesschate, an 
ophthalmologist connected with the Hospital for Tropical 
Eye Diseases, to discuss details of Dr. ten Doesschate’s 


agreement to serve as an AFOB clinical consultant to the 
agency’s Indonesia prevention project. AFOB is currently 
concluding details by which it would assist the governments 
of Indonesia, Guatemala and El Salvador in a massive 
Vitamin A program for pre-school children. 


Personnel 
, Miss Susan Gruenstein became 
the newest member of AFB’s In- 
formation Department when she 
joined the Foundation last fall as 
an information specialist in the 
Public Education Division. Miss 
Gruenstein is responsible for 
planning and executing press re- 
. lations programs as well as edit- 
ay" ing the AFB Newsletter. 
A graduate of Boston University, where she received 
her B.A. in political science, Miss Gruenstein was employed 
for the past five years at Ruder & Finn, Inc., a New York 
public relations firm, as an editorial assistant. Prior to this, 
she was employed as an assistant to the president of Mel- 
andrea, Inc., a producer of multi-media slide presentations. 
Her experience also includes employment as a staff assist- 
ant to the president of the Associated Councils of the Arts, 
as a research assistant at the Carnegie Corporation of New 
York, and as a fund-raiser on behalf of Bangladesh. 






New Publications 


MSC149_ Science and Blindness: Retrospective and Pros- 
pective. Milton D. Graham, ed. Based on the AFB 50th 
Anniversary International Symposium on Science and 
Blindness. In this age of extreme specialization, Science and 
Blindness: Retrospective and Prospective provides a rela- 
tively rare opportunity — different kinds of experts talking 
and listening to each other in their mutual concern for 
blind persons. The contributors include Dr. Jerome Wiesner, 
Dr. J. Alfred Leonard, Dr. Joan Chase, Dr. Emerson 
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Foulke, Dr. Robert Mann, Jorgen Vinding, Dr. Birger Roos, 
Dr. James Bliss, John S. Crowley. $3.75. 

RB125 Research Bulletin 25. Includes papers by Dr. 
Leslie Kay, Dr. Gabrielle Lairy, William L. Dauterman, 
Don Walker, Walter Weiss, and others. $1.50. 

MSC148 Art Not By Eye. By Yasha Lisenco. $3.75 
(see page one). 

MSC145_ An Introduction to Working With the Aging 
Person Who is Visually Handicapped. $3. (see page one). 

F210 Seven Careers—Working With Blind and Visually 
Handicapped People. A pamphlet describing the kind of 
work involved in seven occupations. Free. 

F221 Travel Concessions. A revised edition of a pamph- 
let describing the one-fare travel concession program. In- 
cludes recent changes in regulations. Free. 

F241 How to Integrate the Aging Person Who is Vis- 
ually Handicapped into Community Senior Programs. 
Single copy free. (see page one). 


Please include catalog numbers with orders. Send orders 
to Publications Division. Payment must accompany all 
orders totaling $6 or less. 


The AFB Newsletter is published quarterly by the 
Information Department of the American Foundation 
for the Blind to keep those involved in services for 
blind persons informed about the Foundation’s activi- 
ties. Editorial offices are located at AFB headquarters, 
15 West 16th Street, New York, N.Y. 10011. Regional 
AFB offices are: 

Washington 1660 L Street, N.W. 20036 
Atlanta 100 Peachtree Street, N.E. 30303 
Chicago 127 North Dearborn Street 60602 
Denver 1860 Lincoln Street 80203 


San Francisco 821 Market Street 94013 


All material appearing herein may be quoted in whole 
or in part provided credit is given the source. 


pa}sanbay uoi2a1109 sseuppy 
TTOOT “A‘N “440A MON 
}8913S UIOT ISOM ST 
“Du “Puljg 24} 404 
uoljepuno4y ueduewy 










VOL. 8 NO. 2 
SPRING 1973 
























ant 


aS) 


Se Nae: 


> ) 
b » ‘ re. § i 





One of six new automatic record presses 


The long-playing 3314 record is familiar to most everyone 
who enjoys the Beatles, Brahms or Bob Dylan. What most 
people don’t realize, however, is that these records were 
originally designed to facilitate the production of talking 
books for the blind. 

The impetus came from Dr. Robert B. Irwin, then execu- 
tive director of the Foundation, who hired an electrical engi- 
neer and amateur magician named Jackson O. Kleber in 
1932 to come up with a more practical method of recording 
materials for blind and handicapped persons who could not 
read braille. Not only was the new record more pliable but 
its reduced speed (from 78 rpm) meant that more material 
could be included on each disc. The 3314 rpm record which 
Mr. Kleber designed was not even offered to the general pub- 
lic until 1948 when it was commercially manufactured for 
the first time. 

Today all talking book records are recorded at 814 rpm, 
allowing four times as much recording per record as the old 
3344 rpm. Each record contains about 90 minutes per side 
or 3 hours per record resulting in an average of 8 to 10 hours 
to record (and listen to) a book. The number of records 
pressed daily at the Foundation is presently 10,000 which 
brings the annual total up to 2.7 million. 

Recently the Foundation installed 6 new automatic 
presses which will increase the annual production to 3 mil- 
lion records a year. These machines process the entire record 
from compressing a hot, soft vinyl disc into the actual 
record, to cutting off the excess vinyl, to pasting on the 
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label. More automatic machines may be installed after pro- 
duction figures have been studied. 

One of the guiding lights 
behind the talking book 
program was Arthur Helms 
who retired earlier this year 
after serving as production 
manager of the Talking Book 
Division since 1951. Mr. 
Helms had been associated 
with the Foundation in vari- 
ous other capacities since 
1934. 

In announcing Mr. Helms’ retirement, Mr. M. Robert 
Barnett, executive director of the Foundation, praised his 
leadership in the talking book recording field and stated 
that his “devotion to high standards of a recording service 
for blind people has gained the deep respect of all concerned 
in the field, as well as constituting a strong influence toward 
the maintenance of those standards.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Barnett presented Mr. Helms with a plaque 
commemorating his almost 40 years of service to the Foun- 
dation, at a party at their house in March for long-time 
talking book readers. 


Arthur Helms shows off plaque 


Mr. Helms has been suc- 
ceeded by William Howle, 
who has been assistant pro- 
duction manager of the Talk- 
ing Book Division since 
1971. Mr. Howle has been 
: associated in various capac- 
ities with the talking book 
studios since 1952 except for 
a short leave of absence dur- 
ing which he taught at a 
& Princeton, New Jersey high 
school. 

Mr. Howle’s professional 
interest has always been in 
the area of dramatics and 
related subjects, and he has found his activities with the 
Foundation studio program stimulating in his own career. 





Bill Howle 


Foundaton Seeking Applicants for 
Helen Keller Scholarships 


College students who are both blind and deaf may be eligible 
for a Helen Keller Scholarship from the Foundation. Appli- 
cants must be already enrolled in a college or university and 
must be able to provide recommendations from a rehabili- 
tation counselor, agency person or other qualified individual 
who knows them well. 

The scholarships do not cover tuition or living costs but 


are applicable toward reader and tutor services. The amount | 


of the scholarship varies according to the circumstances of 
the individual student and college situation. 

Persons desiring further information should contact 
Marion V. Wurster, director, Program Development Divi- 
sion, at the Foundation’s New York address. 


Doris P. Sausser Retires as Director 
of Community Services Division 





Sam Negrin and Doris Sausser discuss community services 


During the ten years Doris P. Sausser has been director of 
the Foundation’s Community Services Division she has seen 
many changes and improvements in the field of services for 
blind persons. 

“The needs and abilities of blind and visually handicapped 
persons across the country are being highlighted today much 
more than they were in 1963. I feel that this is due in great 
part to national agencies such as the Foundation which work 
directly with local agencies in the community through re- 
gional field offices.” 

Mrs. Sausser also observes that the integration of blind 
and visually handicapped persons into the general life of the 
community, one of the Foundation’s major goals throughout 
its more than fifty years of service, is increasing. 

Mrs. Sausser’s first involvement with the field of blindness 
was when she joined the Foundation in 1958 as its south- 
eastern regional consultant. She had, however, been active 
in direct field service for many years prior to that as county 
supervisor, Pennsylvania Department of Public Assistance, 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, executive director, Travelers Aid 
Society, Oklahoma and West Virginia, regional consultant 
National Travelers Aid Society and assistant director of 
Agency Operation Department, United Fund, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. In these capacities she has criss-crossed the 


United States innumerable times and has worked directly 
with communities in all areas of the country except the West 
Coast. 

“Traveling has always been one of my passions,” says 
Mrs. Sausser. “In fact I have spent all my free time visiting 
the rest of the world—all seven continents.” 

When she retires on June 30, Mrs. Sausser intends to take 
a two-month hiatus to clean closets and to arrange such 
mementos of her travels as a wooden horse’s head carved by 
a Filipino aborigine which has adorned her office for many 
years. ; ae 

‘After that it will probably be more traveling, perhaps to 
southern Africa, one of the few places she has never been. 
She would also like to “keep her hand in” the field by serving 
as a part-time consultant to agencies or work on some time- 
limited projects. A portion of time will be devoted to volun- 
teer services. 

Mrs. Sausser was given a going-away party by her field 
staff when they met in New York in March. At that time, M. 
Robert Barnett, executive director of the Foundation, ex- 
pressed the sentiment of all the Foundation staff by extending 
best wishes to Mrs. Sausser “in all her future endeavors.” 


Sam Negrin to Head 
Community Services Division 


Sam Negrin has been appointed to succeed Doris P. Sausser 
as director, Community Services Division. 

A graduate of the School of Social Work, Columbia Uni- 
versity, where he was awarded the degree of Master of Social 
Work, Mr. Negrin earned a B.S.S. degree (cum laude) from 
the College of the City of New York. 

Mr. Negrin is currently employed by the National Council 
for Homemaker-Home Health Aide Services, Inc., where he 
is directing a project funded by the Kellogg Foundation to 
develop and codify standards and to devise an accreditation 
system. Prior to this, he was a staff member of the National 
Association of Social Workers for six years during which his 
primary responsibility dealt with the development of social 
policy and professional programs. Earlier professional posts 
included assistant executive director, Jewish Welfare Fed- 
eration of Dallas; branch director, Jewish Community Cen- 
ters Association of St. Louis; program director, Henry Street 
Settlement House; detached (street gang) worker, New York 
City Youth Board; and community activities coordinator, 
New York City Housing Authority. 

Mr. Negrin has written extensively in professional jour- 
nals and is the author of a book entitled The Royal Vultures, 
a fictionalized account of actual experiences in working with 
teenage gangs. He is a certified social worker, New York 
State, a member of the Board of Examiners, New York City 
Board of Education, and has served as a consultant to Project 
Follow Through, U.S. Office of Education. Mr. Negrin is 


-married and has two children. 











NOTE: The last issue of the AFB Newsletter was in- 
correctly numbered as Vol. 7 No. 4. It should have 
been Vol. 8 No. 1. This issue is Vol. 8 No. 2. 


AFB Consultants Report 
Problems, Progress in Field 


Integrating aged blind persons into general aged groups. 
Socialization experiences for young people. 
Expanded pre-school programs for blind youngsters. 
Lack of qualified agency personnel. 


Anxiety over governmental budget cuts which may result 
in program retrenchment. 


These are some of the basic problems facing the field of 
service to the blind as reported by the Foundation’s regional 
consultants in their March meeting at AFB headquarters. 


The consultants meet twice yearly to set goals, go over 
programs, discuss problem areas, exchange ideas, and gen- 
erally plan their activities for the next months. At the March 
meeting they each reported at a general staff meeting the 
current situations in their areas. 


All reported reluctance on the part of senior centers and 
other aging groups to include older blind persons in their 
activities—probably because they do not understand blind- 
ness and the abilities of blind persons. 


All reported great anxiety about funding—federal budget 
cuts, state budget cuts—with the resultant possibility of re- 
ducing services. Voluntary agencies, which frequently pro- 
vide services to state agencies on a reimbursement plan, also 
face a resulting retrenchment, but also recognize the need to 
expand services to pick up the slack. 


Many agencies are still far from being ready for accredita- 
tion, often because of the lack of qualified staff, which again 
results from lack of funds. Some agencies resist the concept 
of accreditation because it “‘is elitist and regimented.” 


Another problem is that of getting one group to know an- 
other—for instance, blind agency personnel to meet family 
welfare groups. In one state—Georgia—directors of all agen- 
cies interested in blindness meet quarterly, and according to 
the regional consultant, these meetings have proved to be a 
great success in helping understanding and exchanging and 
improving services. 

Other problems mentioned included the need for more 
programs for multi-handicapped blind persons; the con- 
tinued situation of workshops which remain terminal rather 
than becoming training programs; the fact that HEW in at 
least one region will no longer fund programs for segregated 
groups, which creates the problem that blind persons have 
no programs of their own, but still are excluded from general 
programs. 

And some advances: in the rural areas of the midwest and 
west, enrollment in state residential schools is declining and 
the youngsters are moving out into day schools; meetings in 
several midwestern states have been held on attitudes about 
blindness, as follow-ups to earlier national and regional AFB- 
sponsored meetings. 

And finally many state and local agencies express the need 
for more consultative help from AFB and especially assist- 
ance in developing teaching and training materials. 

The regional consultants are Robert H. Carolan, Region I 
(New England); Jessamine Cobb, III (Midwest); Oraien 
Catledge, IV (Southeast); Edward Murray, V (West); 
Benjamin Wolf, VI (Far West). 


George Shearing Participates in 
New Public Service Spot Campaign 


Stephen Black, information 
‘ specialist, pictured on the 
& left with famed pianist 
!, George Shearing, has begun 
production of the new Celeb- 
rity Series disc. Mr. Shear- 
wa ing recorded two 60-second 
¥ radio spots on attitudes and 
mobility during his recent 
visit to New York for an en- 

gagement at the St. Regis. 
The recording session 
also provided an ideal oppor- 
tunity for the Foundation to 
| process Mr. Shearing’s re- 
\ quest for application for 
\ | Aas = membership in the Travel 
Piissmas. Concession Program. 







AFB Seeks Employment Specialist 


The American Foundation for the Blind is seeking to give 
more emphasis to the development of job opportunities for 
blind persons and to techniques of training and placement, 
according to William F. Gallagher, director of the Founda- 
tion’s Program Planning Department. 

The Foundation has not had a specialist in this area since 
the retirement of Arthur L. Voorhees in 1971 and is now 
looking for a specialist in employment. Further information 
may be obtained from Mr. Gallagher at the Foundation. 


Ira Kaplan Appointed To Direct 
New Sensory Aids Program 


Ira Kaplan, manager of the 
Aids and Appliances Divi- 
sion of the American Foun- 
dation for the Blind, has 
been appointed to a new 
" AFB position, director of 
Sensory Aids Development. 
The new position is the 
result of a two-year study by 
the Foundation to develop a 
B new and concentrated pro- 
§ gram in the identification, 
; evaluation, and production 

of new sensory aids. 
The program will, for the 

moment, according to M. 

Robert Barnett, executive director of the Foundation, have 
three main segments: 

1. Market research to develop information and market 
data on the number of visually handicapped persons 
who might need or want new sensory aids and the po- 
tential for sale or distribution of the aids: 

2. Market development, which will assist developers and 
manufacturers of sensory aids with problems in secur- 





Ira Konan with some 
recent sensory aids 


ing funding, manufacturing, market development, ad- 
vertising, sales and services; and 

3. Product information and distribution, which will serve 

as a source of information on commercially available 
sensory aids. 

Mr. Kaplan has been director of the Aids and Appliances 
Division of the Foundation since 1968, previously having 
been employed in various commercial positions, largely con- 
cerned with the management of mail order merchandising. 
Until his successor is appointed, he will continue to super- 
vise the aids and appliances program, along with beginning 
to work out the specifics of the new sensory aids program in 
conjunction with Louis H. Goldish, of Technical Marketing 
Associates, Concord, Mass., who has served as consultant 
and planner of the new program for the last two years. 


New Aids and Appliances Poster 


Alds&AppliancestortheBlind Pictured on the left is the new 
oe combined poster and pamphlet on 

the AFB Aids and Appliances pro- 

gram. It will be mailed to agencies 
before the new catalog goes out in 
May. The poster is an enlarged 
reproduction of the front cover of 
the catalog, and it can be posted 
on a bulletin board as an informa- 
tion piece on the Aids and Appli- 
ances program. 








Four Midwest States 
to Hold Attitudes Meetings 


Illinois, Missouri, Indiana and Michigan have all sched- 
uled their own state-wide meetings on the subject of Atti- 
tudes Toward Blindness as a result of the Region III Sym- 
posium held last October in Chicago. 


The meeting schedule is as follows: 


April 13-14, 1973, Sterling, Illinois 
Meeting held in conjunction with Illinois Federation of 
the Blind Annual Spring Meeting 


April 25, 1973, St. Louis, Missouri 
Public Information Forum on Attitudes Toward Blindness 


May 19, 1973, Indianapolis, Indiana 

Conference on Attitudes Toward Blindness in Employ- 
ment—In conjunction with the American Council of the 
Blind of Indiana 


September 17, 18, 19, 1973, Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Conference on Attitudes Toward Blindness-In conjunc- 
tion with the Michigan Chapter of American Association 
of Workers for the Blind and State Services for the Blind 





Gwendolyn L. Stokes Recipient of 
R. L. Gillette Scholarship Grant 


Miss Gwendolyn L. Stokes is the recipient of a grant, for the 
study of music, awarded by the American Foundation for 
the Blind from the R. L. Gillette Scholarship Fund. 

The Fund, established in 1959 by a bequest to the Foun- 
dation in the will of the late Rose L. Gillette, provides for 
two scholarships: the Rose L. Gillette Scholarship to be 
given to a blind female engaging in higher education studies 
in the field of music, and the Marguerite Gillette Scholarship 
(named after Mrs. Gillette’s daughter) to be given to a blind 
female engaging in higher education studies in the field of 
literature. 

Miss Stokes, who is legally blind, is currently a freshman 
at Jackson State College, in Jackson, Mississippi where she 
is majoring in music with an emphasis on voice. The grant 
is for four years. Her permanent address is Utica Junior 
College, Utica, Mississippi where her father is employed. 

The Association for Education of the Visually Handi- 
capped (AEVH) cooperated with the Foundation in this 
effort by promoting the scholarship, and recruiting and 
screening applicants. Persons who wish further information 
concerning candidacy requirements should contact AEVH 
directly at 1604 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
19103; 


Personnel 


Mrs. Elaine M. Salzman has 
joined the staff of the Amer- 
’e ican Foundation for the 
Blind as an assistant librar- 
ian in the Migel Memorial 
Library. Under the imme- 
diate supervision of Miss 
Mary Maie Richardson, 
chief librarian, Mrs. Salz- 
vs man’s primary duties will be 
LN Sete cataloging. 

After receiving a Bachelor of Arts degree from Jackson 
College of Tufts University, where she majored in Spanish, 
Mrs. Salzman was awarded the degree of Master of Library 
Science from Columbia University School of Library Serv- 
ice. Most recently, she was employed as a library assistant 
by the Columbia University Graduate Business School Li- 
brary. Earlier, she served as a librarian-secretary at the New 
York University School of Education. In addition to having 
taught in the New York City school system, Mrs. Salzman 
was employed by the American Bible Society as a Spanish 
proofreader. 





Miss Freida M. Chapman 
has been promoted to the 
position of editorial special- 
ist in the Publications Divi- 
sion. In her new capacity, 
_ she is responsible for co- 
| ordinating the publication of 
| Talking Book Topics and the 
| Braille Book Review, in co- 
operation with the United 
' States Library of Congress. 


Before joining the Foundation in February, 1971 as an 
editorial assistant, Miss Chapman was employed in the Uni- 
versity of Illinois Library where she was responsible for the 
acquisition of monographs. Earlier, she had been employed 
by the University of Wisconsin Library and by the Center 
for Research Libraries. 


Miss Chapman received a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
the University of Iowa where she majored in French and 
minored in English. 


Miss Vivian Beyda has 
joined the staff of the Amer- 
| ican Foundation for Over- 
| seas Blind in the position of 
_ specialist in blindness pre- 
vention. In this capacity, and 
_ under the immediate super- 
} visif of Dr. Susan Pettiss, 
_ director, Blindness Preven- 
L tion Program, Miss Beyda 
will ene leadership and expert knowledge in thé imple- 
mentation of projects outside the United States designed to 
reduce the incidence of blindness, particularly in the child 
population of developing countries. 





Miss Beyda received the degree of Master of Public Health 
from the University of California, Berkeley, School of Pub- 
lic Health. Earlier she earned a B.S. degree in biology at the 
City College, the City University of New York and a Cer- 
tificate in Physical Therapy at Columbia University. 


Included in Miss Beyda’s professional experience are em- 
ployment as an instructor/consultant, United Hospital Fund 
in New York, and assistant to the director of Preventive 
Services, The National Foundation-March of Dimes. She 
was also employed by the Peace Corps in an emergency dis- 
aster relief program in Lima, Peru. Earlier posts held were 
consultant physical therapist, Associated Visiting Nurse 
Service in White Plains, New York, and acting chief phys- 
ical therapist, Bronx-Lebanon Hospital and Medical Center. 


AFB Public Service Campaign 
Praised By CBS 


AFB’s radio celebrity series has been cited by CBS as one of 
the best examples of radio public service advertising for 
197. 


One of the current celebrity spots, featuring 1972 Acad- 
emy Award winner Cloris Leachman, was singled out and 
included on a tape of twelve of the best public service cam- 
paigns CBS Radio aired in 1972. 


The twelve campaigns chosen represent what CBS Radio 
considers outstanding use of “‘radio’s unique ability to com- 
municate with individuals” and to effect a good response. 
The tape is available through CBS to agencies who produce 
public service advertising. 


ee ee ee 


NOTE: The Chicago office of the Foundation will 
have a new address after May 31: 

500 North Michigan Avenue, Suite 738 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 

312/321-1880 





James S. Adams 
receiving 

Helen Keller 
International Award 





ite, 


James Ss. Adams, First American to 
Win Helen Keller International Award 
From American Foundation 

For Overseas Blind 


James S. Adams, industrialist and investment banker, was 
the recipient in New York recently of the Helen Keller Inter- 
national Award for his efforts in promoting medical research 
to prevent blindness. Mr. Adams is the fifth recipient of 
the award since it was first presented in 1960, and the first 
American. 

The Keller award is presented periodically by the Ameri- 
can Foundation for Overseas Blind for meritorious service 
in either work for the blind or for the prevention of blind- 
ness. The award is a 12-inch-high bronze statue which 
symbolizes Miss Keller’s “search for light.” 

Mr. Adams, a general partner in the investment banking 
firm of Lazard Freres & Company, is president and a trustee 
of Research to Prevent Blindness, Inc., a non-profit, volun- 
tary organization that fosters medical research to combat eye 
disease. Coincidentally, for many years, Mr. Adams was 
active in work for the blind as a board member of both 
AFOB and AFB. 

Mr. Adams’ active interest in, and support of, medical 
research span a period of more than four decades. In 1960, 
eye research drew Mr. Adams’ major attention, for it was 
in that year that Jules Stein and the late Robert E. McCor- 
mick recruited him to assist in the organization of Research 
to Prevent Blindness. As part of his efforts with the new 
organization, Mr. Adams joined Mr. Stein and Mr. McCor- 
mick in seeking to extend the Federal Government’s interest 
and appropriations in eye research. Mr. Adams became 
president of Research to Prevent Blindness following the 
death of Mr. McCormick in late 1969. 


If you’re currently routing your copy of the AFB 
Newsletter to someone whom you think should be put 
on our mailing list just drop a line to Susan Gruen- 
stein, Editor, AFB Newsletter, 15 West 16th St., New 
York, N.Y. 10011. 





New Publications 


MSC 150. Concept Development for Visually Handicapped 
Children: A Resource Guide for Teachers and Other Profes- 
sionals in Educational Settings. By William T. Lydon and M. 
Loretta McGraw. A revised edition of a curriculum guide 
originally developed at the Oak Hill School, Connecticut In- 
stitute for the Blind, this book emphasizes that training in 
basic concepts is crucial to the visually handicapped child’s 
development and that it should be integrated into all parts of 
the curriculum. Price: $2.00 


CP 112 The Blinded Veteran of the Vietnam Era. Robert 
L. Robinson, editor. A report on existing and proposed 
services for blinded veterans of Vietnam. Price: $2.00 


F210 Seven Careers. A 12-page pamphlet that describes 
seven careers a person interested in working with the visually 
handicapped might choose. Of particular interest to high 
school and college students and guidance counselors. Price: 
Free 


F511 Administrative Aid on “Supervisor of Social Serv- 
ices Prices Free 


F510 Administrative Aid on “Elements of Staff Devel- 
opment.” Price: Free 


All orders should be sent to the AFB Publications Divi- 
sion. Please use order numbers. All orders totalling $6.00 or 
less must be accompanied by payment. 
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Ethel Everett 1910-1973 


Ethel Everett, the first talking book reader, died re- 
cently in New York at the age of 63. The first and last 
book which she recorded was Helen Keller’s Mid- 
stream: My Later Life. 

Miss Everett started in radio in 1931, the year she 
graduated from Hunter College in New York. She was 
one of the first women radio announcers and also ap- 
peared in the popular radio show “The Goldbergs.” In 
addition she acted in such television shows as “Studio 
One,” “Big Story,” “The Robert Montgomery Show” 
and “As the World Turns.” 


The AFB Newsletter is published quarterly by the 
Information Department of the American Foundation 
for the Blind to keep those involved in services for 
blind persons informed about the Foundation’s activi- 
ties. Editorial offices are located at AFB headquarters, 
15 West 16th Street, New York, N.Y. 10011. AFB 
offices are: 

Washington 1660 L Street, N.W. 20036 
Atlanta 100 Peachtree Street, N.E. 30303 
Chicago 500 N. Michigan Avenue 60611 
Denver 1860 Lincoln Street 80203 

San Francisco ....821 Market Street 94013 


All material appearing herein may be quoted in whole 
or in part provided credit is given the source. 
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Dissemination of Information to Blind 
Persons Theme of 1973 Migel Medals 


This year, the Migel Medal, 
presented annually for out- 
standing service to the blind 
was awarded to two persons 
who have spent a major por- 
tion of their lives working to 
increase the availability and 
accessibility of educational 
and literary materials for 
blind persons. They are 
Mrs. Ranald H. Macdonald, 
founder and honorary chair- 
man of Recording for the Blind, Inc. and Finis E. Davis, vice 
president and general manager of American Printing House for 
the Blind. They received their awards October 25 at the 
Foundation’s headquarters in New York. 

The medal, established in 1937 to honor the late M.C. Migel, 
first president of the Foundation, is designed to recognize 
professionally employed practitioners in education, rehabilita- 
tion and social welfare concerned with blind persons and lay 
persons who have voluntarily dedicated themselves to advanc- 
ing services for blind persons. Mrs. Macdonald is receiving the 
layman award and Mr. Davis the professional award. 





A Network of Trained Volunteer Readers 


In 1948, moved by the prob- 
lems encountered by blind- 
ed veterans who wished to 
finish their education, Mrs. 
Macdonald recruited a 
small group of women to re- 
cord textbooks on dictating 
machines. Later she orga- 
nized voluntary operations 
in communities across the 
country and today there are 
4,000 trained volunteers 
working at a network of 27 
professionally equipped Re- 
cording for the Blind studios 
in 15 states. 





Mrs. Ranald H. Macdonald 


“Thanks to Mrs. Macdonald’s foresight and unflagging 
drive, RFB has become a prime resource for thousands of 
blinded veterans, students, and professional persons who are 
now assured of free access to the aural literature vitally needed 
in the pursuit of their educational and occupational goals,” 
according to M. Robert Barnett, AFB’s executive director. 

In 1971, the American Library Association awarded Mrs. 
Macdonald the Frances Joseph Campbell Citation Medal in 
recognition of her pioneering efforts to advance library services 
for the blind. 


Expansion of Printed Materials for Blind Persons 


“Mr. Davis’ activities on be- 
half of blind persons has 
been so extensive as to al- 
most preclude listing all of 
them,” Mr. Barnett noted in 
making the announcement. 

Previous to joining the 
American Printing House 
for the Blind, he was super- 
intendent of the Arkansas 
School for the Blind. His 
leadership in expanding the 
supply of both books and 
other educational apparatus 
has been outstanding. 

Mr. Finis E. Davis. He is a past president of 
the American Association of Instructors of the Blind (now the 
Association for Education of Visually Handicapped), and past 
member of the governing boards of the American Association 
of Workers for the Blind and the International Council for the 
Education of Blind Youth. 

He has been extremely active in Lions International, includ- 
ing serving as international president of the group in 1960-61. 
“In his Lions’ activities, he carried the message of the needs 
and abilities of blind persons to an interested and active group 
of men and women around the world,” Mr. Barnett noted. 

Among his various awards and honors are the Robert B. 
Irwin Memorial Award of the National Industries for the Blind, 
the Lions International Ambassador of Good Will and many 
Presidential awards. 





Independent Living for Aging Blind 
Theme of Seminars 
in Colorado and Arizona 


Practical aspects of assisting elderly visually handicapped 
persons to help themselves was the subject of two one-day 
instructional workshops held by the American Foundation for 
the Blind at the Holiday Inn at Denver Airport in Denver, 
Colorado on September 24 and at the Francisco Grande Hotel 
in Casa Grande, Arizona on September 26. 

This theme reflects one of the Foundation’s primary goals, 
that of helping blind and visually handicapped persons, of all 
ages, to lead more independent lives. 

In addition, the Foundation is particularly interested in 
providing information to both professionals in the field as well 
as the general public, about blindness and visually handicap- 
ping conditions in the elderly population since over half of the 
persons in the United States who are known to be legally blind 
are 65 years of age or over. Also, 20 percent of the persons 
residing in skilled nursing homes or other long-term care 
facilities have some visual impairment. 

Participants at the workshops included persons currently 
involved in the care of aging persons such as program directors 
of skilled nursing and intermediate care facilities, home health 
agencies and senior citizen centers and homes for the aging as 
well as administrators and directors of nursing, and in-service 
education and activity directors. 

Three speeches were presented during both morning ses- 
sions. James M. Woodward, Jr., M.D., an ophthalmologist and 
past president of the Medical Advisory Committee of the 
Colorado Society for the Prevention of Blindness and Jess Hull, 
M.D., an ophthalmologist from Phoenix, addressed the ses- 
sions on common types of visual loss in aging persons. 

Saul Freedman, Ph.D., from the Albany Association of the 
Blind spoke to both meetings on “‘Psycho-Social Adjustment to 
Visual Loss.’ Terry Johnson, a registered occupational thera- 
pist from Albany, New York also gave a talk at each meeting on 
the ‘Evaluation of Needs and Abilities of Visually Handi- 
capped Older Persons.”’ 

In the afternoon there were demonstrations and discussion 
groups on ‘“Techniques of Assisting the Elderly Person with a 
Visual Handicap in Activities of Daily Living,’ led by local 
resource persons. The last session on the agenda was a panel 
discussion on ‘‘Where to Obtain Assistance.”’ 

In addition to the Foundation, the planning committee for 
each of the meetings included representatives from various 
local service agencies and associations. 


Service Charge Added to Cost of Films 


Beginning September 1, 1973, the American Foundation for 
the Blind imposed a service charge of $4.50 for shipment of a 
film. The Foundation did this with a great deal of reluctance 
but the high cost of labor, and maintaining its film library 
necessitated this small charge to help defray expenses. 

This new charge is in addition to any rental charges, i.e., the 
rental on ‘‘What Do You Do When You See A Blind Person?” 
is $7.50/plus $4.50 service charge/ for a total of $12.00. The 
$4.50 service charge is also being added to all current ‘free’ 
films. 

If a film was requested before September 1 for showing after 
September 1, there is no charge. However, for all requests 


received after that date, there is a service charge of $4.50 per 
film even for preview screenings. 


Combined AFB Newsletter and 
Washington Report in Braille 


The AFB Newsletter and Washington Report will shortly be 
available in braille as well as print editions. In the braille 
edition, the two newsletters will be combined four times a year 
and the Washington Report, which is a bimonthly (the AFB 
Newsletter is a quarterly), will appear alone two times a year. 
Persons wishing to receive the braille edition should write the 
AFB publications division. 


Medical Help For Elderly 
Visually Handicapped Persons 
Discussed at Dalias Meeting 


Current medical approaches in managing the elderly visually 
handicapped person, including various aspects of low vision, 
was the subject of a special meeting at the 78th annual meeting 
of the American Academy of Ophthalmology and Otolaryn- 
gology, Saturday, September 15, in Dallas. 

The meeting was sponsored by the Liaison Committee on 
Geriatric Blindness of the American Foundation for the Blind 
and the American Geriatrics Society, under the chairmanship 
of A.L. Kornzweig, M.D., New York City. 

The half-day session included a luncheon at which Frederick 
C. Swartz, M.D., chairman of the American Medical Associa- 
tion’s Committee on Aging, discussed the challenges of aging. 

A workshop on practical management of a low vision clinic 
was chaired by Eleanor E. Faye, M.D., medical director, Light- 
house Low Vision Clinic, New York Association for the Blind. 

Current medical approaches in patient management and the 
utilization of low vision clinics were the topics of a symposium 
from 2 to 4:15 p.m., followed by a workshop on practical 
management of the low vision patient from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 


New International Aids and Appliances Catalog 


Pictured on the left is the 
first edition of the Founda- 
tion’s International Catalog 
of Aids and Appliances for 
Blind and Visually Handi- 
capped Persons. 

The Foundation publish- 
ed this Catalog to provide 
information to blind and 
severely visually handi- 
capped persons worldwide 
on how and where to obtain special devices which would enable 
them to lead more independent lives. Compiled by the Founda- 
tion’s International Research Information Service, the Catalog 
contains more than 1100 items from all over the world. Each 
listing includes the full name of the device, the name and 
address of the manufacturer, price (in local currency), availa- 
bility and a description of the item. Where useful, items are 
cross-referenced. 

The Catalog will be revised periodically. Its price is $2.00 and 
there is a 10 percent discount on 10 or more copies going to one 
address in one package. Copies may be ordered from the publi- 
cations division at the Foundation’s New York office. All orders 
totaling $6.00 or less must be accompanied by payment. 








Blind and 
Visually Handicapped 


Youth Join Sighted 
Friends in... 





Folk Dancing eect Softball... 


These photos show blind and visually handicapped youths in 
Raleigh, N.C. joining with and competing against their sighted 
peers in social-recreational activities at the first of a series of 
regional workshops held by AFB this spring. These workshops 
grew out of the Foundation’s observation that youth recreation- 
al agencies serving the general community are usually not 
responsive enough to the needs of visually handicapped young- 
sters. Representatives from such organizations as the Girl 
Scouts and the local Y’s were invited to observe this workshop 
and similar ones in Baltimore, St. Louis and Purchase, New 
York to encourage them to include more blind and visually 
handicapped youths in their general programs. Panel discus- 
sions between the students were also held during which they 
discussed their attitudes toward one another. 




























“Out of Left Field” 
New AFB Film 


A new, 612 minute, color film produced by the Foundation, was 
filmed on location at the Raleigh and Baltimore youth meetings 
described here. The film deals with the problems and possible 
solutions for initiating programs to integrate blind and visually 
handicapped youths into sighted community recreational and 
social activities. 

Highlights from these two programs of integrated physical 
activities illustrate and underscore salient points brought out 
by panel discussions at the two workshops. The result of such a 
format is a “‘practice what we preach” sentiment that runs 
throughout the fast-paced, informative film. The tone is exem- 
plary rather than definitive and is intended as a visual tool for 
use by local blind service agency personnel in eliciting interest 
and participation in future pilot projects. A study guide 
designed for use in audience participation sessions is included. 

The rental fee for use of the film is $1.50 per screening. A 
handling fee of $4.50 is also charged for each shipment. There 
are a limited number of prints so written requests should be 
submitted to the film library located at the Foundation’s New 
York office, at least eight weeks in advance of show date. 


and Working Out on the Trampoline. 








Personnel 


ALFRED LISI of Cliffside Park, 
New Jersey has been named asso- 
ciate director for finance of the 
American Foundation for the 


for Overseas Blind. In this posi- 
tion, he has the line responsibility 
of supervising the finance depart- 
ment, assisting the staff directly 
concerned with accounting, re- 
porting, auditing, and detailed operations. He also provides 
continuing consultative assistance to all other department 
heads in the planning and control of their budgets, preparation 
of special project budgets and reporting financial activity, and 
in any other way directly related to the Foundation’s economy 
of operation, makes his recommendations to the department 
heads or, when necessary, to the executive director. 





Blind and American Foundation | 





In addition, he is working closely with the treasurers of the | 


two Foundations and their finance committees with regard to 
the maintenance of the Helen Keller Endowment Fund and 
other investments, and he assists the executive director with 
regard to the intricate details of legacies, both their promotion 
in advance and their efficient handling when received. 

A graduate of Pace College, with the B.B.A. degree, Mr. Lisi 
had been with the firm of Hornblower & Weeks-Hemphill, 
Noyes, Inc., since 1967. As a vice president, he functioned as 
associate director of operations, meaning he essentially was 
concerned with details of management and supervision of 
personnel. He also functioned as branch liaison man and floor 
broker. From 1962 to 1967, Mr. Lisi was an operating partner 
in Schwabacher & Company, San Francisco, where his duties 
were similar to those later assumed at Hornblower & Weeks- 


Hemphill, Noyes. Prior to his service on the West Coast, he was | 


for several years associated with the then Hemphill Noyes 
Company as assistant operations manager. Before that, he 
was with the firm of Merrill, Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith, 
where he specifically managed that firm’s branch offices in 


Newark, New Jersey and Madison Avenue, New York. 
eo oe * * 


BARBARA D. McGARRY was 
appointed recently to the position 
of specialist in governmental re- 
lations in the Foundation’s Wash- 
ington, D.C. office. 

In this capacity, and under the 
immediate supervision of Irvin P. 
Schloss, coordinator of govern- 
mental relations, she will assist in 
the promotion of improved and ex- 
panded services to blind persons through legislative activities 
and through assisting the field of work for the blind in relating 
to federal grant programs. 

A native of Hillsboro, Ohio, Mrs. McGarry received an A.B. 
from Radcliffe College, and an M.A. from Columbia Univer- 
sity. Both degrees were awarded with general honors. In 
addition, she studied legislative procedure and constitutional 
law at American University. 

During World War II, Mrs. McGarry was commissioned as a 
lieutenant in the U.S. Navy where she served as an intelligence 
officer. Following this, she was employed by the National 








Security Agency as a cryptanalyst. Since 1964, Mrs. McGarry 
has been employed as executive director of the Washington 
office, American Parents Committee. Simultaneously, she has 
served as advisory editor, Parents’ Magazine and as editor, 
“Washington Report on Legislation for Children.” Earlier, 
Mrs. McGarry was a lecturer in Romance and Slavic languages 
at the Montgomery Junior College in Maryland. 


JACK KUNIN was promoted to 
the position of editorial specialist 
for production in AFB’s publica- 
tions division. In this capacity, and 
under the immediate supervision 
of Mary Ellen Mulholland, divi- 
sion director, he is responsible for 
the production, design and layout 
of professional publications. He 
; . will also be called upon to perform 
similar duties in connection with public education materials. 
Mr. Kunin has been employed by the Foundation since 
November 1970. Most recently, he served as an editorial 
assistant. Following his graduation from the Parsons School of 
Design, he was employed as an art director in various advertis- 
ing agencies in New York City. 


New Radio Programs 
Feature Major Stars 


Katharine Hepburn, award-winning actress and Sir Ralph 
Richardson, internationally known actor narrate the first two 
programs in a new radio series called Biographies. The pro- 
grams are each fourteen and a half minutes long (on the same 
disc) and are brief biographies of famous blind people. Miss 
Hepburn narrates the life of Laura Bridgman who was blind 
and deaf and taught by Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe. Sir Ralph 
narrates the life of John Milton and reads from Milton’s poetry. 

Miss Hepburn also recently recorded two public service 
announcements for the Foundation on the double handicap 
experienced by those who are deaf and blind. The spots are 
included on AFB’s new celebrity disc whose theme is “‘Aware- 
ness: Blindness and the People It Affects”. Joan Crawford, 
George Shearing, Victor Borge, Peggy Lee, David Birney and 
Peggy Cass also appear on the same disc. 

The programs are available from the Foundation’s public 
education division to educational radio stations and any 
agency working in the field of blindness. . 


AFOB Report 
Debuts This Fall 


The American Foundation for Overseas Blind (AFOB) begins 
publication of its own newsletter, AFOB Report, with the Fall 
1973 issue. The newsletter, concerned with field activities of 
AFOB, will then be published every three months. A Spanish- 
language edition is being distributed in Latin America. 
Subscriptions are free to those working in the field of 
blindness and blindness prevention, or to those working in 
related fields. Written requests for subscriptions should be 
addressed to Subscriptions, AFOB Report, American Founda- 
tion for Overseas Blind, 22 W. 17th St., New York, N.Y. 10011. 


New Publications 


RS124 Retrolental Fibroplasia and Autistic Symptomatology: 
An Investigation into Some Relationships among Neonatal, 
Environmental, Developmental and Affective Variables in 
Blind Prematures. By Joan B. Chase. This latest monograph in 
the AFB Research Series discusses the etiology of autism as it 
relates to a population of children, those with RLF, in which 
there has been a high incidence of autistic behaviors and 
tendencies. Price: $4.00. 


BK111 International Catalog of Aids and Appliances for Blind 
and Visually Impaired Persons. Leslie L. Clark, ed. See inside 
story. Price: $2.00. 


RB 126 AFB Research Bulletin Number 26. Contains papers by 
J.M. Gill, G.A. James, Leslie Kay, J. Alfred Leonard, Jyrki 
Juurmaa, Rose-Marie Swallow, and others. Subjects i~~lude 
the discriminability of tactual point symbols, sonic glass 

of contact lenses with persons having cataracts, Piagetian . 
concepts in low vision girls, transposition in mental spat. 
manipulation, evaluation of blind mobility. Price:$1.50. 


F229 AFB Publications Catalog. A-copy of the new 1973-74 
Catalog will be sent to all subscribers to the AFB Newsletter 
shortly. Additional copies are available free from the publica- 
tions division. 


F588 M.C. Migel Memorial Library. Two-panel flyer which 


describes the services of the Migel Library of the American 
Foundation for the Blind. Free. 


American Foundation 


F225 Where to Find Help For The Blind. New and updated 
edition of four-panel flyer giving the names and addresses of all 
state agencies for the blind. Free. 


F587 How Does A Blind Person Get Around? An illustrated 
brochure which describes orientation and mobility for blind 
persons. For the general public. Free. 


All orders should be sent to the AFB Publications 
Division. Please use order numbers. All orders totaling 
$6.00 or less must be accompanied by payment. 




















The AFB Newsletter is published quarterly by the In- 
formation Department of the American Foundation for 
 |Blind to keep those involved in services for blind 
‘sons informed about the Foundation’s activities. 
<ditorial offices are located at AFB headquarters, 15 
West 16th Street, New York, N.Y. 10011. AFB offices 
are: - 


Washington ......... 1660 L Street, N.W. 20036 
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Denver. ccasa teen 1860 Lincoln Street 80203 
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All material appearing herein may be quoted in whole or 
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